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20th April 2016 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 
It was great to welcome the pupils back to school last week and to see the beneficial impact that the 

vacation has clearly had on their energy levels and demeanour.  They appear to be well prepared for the 

challenges ahead. 

 

It was really pleasing to hear that so many students benefitted from School trips over the Easter 

holidays. The Bromsgrove footprint was seen in Seville, Normandy, Antigua, Snowdonia, Cumbria, 

Cambridge and Berlin.  Each of these unique experiences plays a part in sculpting character and 

cementing lifelong friendships and relationships. 

 

In this term that is strewn with coursework, apparently crucial decisions and public examinations which 

define life’s next steps, we will endeavour to strike a healthy balance between both the application and 

the release of pressure to ensure that each of your children is able to navigate the term and emerge 

wiser, stronger and confident of what the future holds. 

 

You might recall that I asked for your support in talking to your children about the content that is held 

on their electronic devices in a letter last term.  This was a prelude to an awareness raising exercise, 

and a brief amnesty, that we have undertaken this term.  Schools are becoming increasingly 

accountable for the manner in which we educate and safeguard children in their digital lives and so we 

have taken the time to remind all pupils of our rules regarding acceptable use and unacceptable digital 

content this week.   

 

It has probably come as a surprise to them to hear that schools generally have a right to view content 

on pupil devices.  I should note that we will not be screening devices and nor can we act as an all 

seeing eye on their online activity.  However, our rules on content and use are clear and so it is 

important for every pupil to understand their responsibilities and the potential risks of misuse.  If there 

are significant concerns regarding a pupil’s activity online, we will take reasonable steps to reassure 

ourselves that they are unfounded. 

 

I think it is important to stress that I believe that our pupils are generally wise consumers and citizens of 

the digital world and that the extent of misuse is very low.  However, it is a very sad experience to 

manage the disciplinary consequences of transgressions.  If I had to identify specific risks to the pupils, 

it would be those posed by possession or sharing of pornography, self-generated explicit images, 

misuse of Skype and angry exchanges on social media which are retained as an irrefutable record of 

behaviour. 

 

We are aiming to strike a balance between education, collaboration, amnesty and deterrence to ensure 

that the pupils are safe in their use of the technology in the future.  I hope that they will raise the matter 

with you independently and that it will initiate a good discussion of risk and responsibility in the digital 

world. 

 

The children are the digital natives who inhabit a world in which we, as parents, are digital migrants.  

They, through their day to day use and complex interactions, are shaping the etiquette, rules and 

responsibilities for the future generations as the early adopters of the software and devices which will 
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be cemented into everyday life forevermore.  We simply must ensure that the fundamental values which 

we cherish are translated into the values which shape their digital lives and indeed those of their 

children. 

 

There is a wealth of advice and further information available to all parents online.  A commercially 

funded publication entitled Digital Parenting covers a range of related issues and can be accessed by 

following this link 

 

It is a pleasure to commend all of the pupils who have worked so hard to pass their music grades.  Each 

grade is a significant step toward mastery of the instrument and the award of Grade 7 (Piano) to William 

Draper-Barr and Amy Ying as well as Grade 8 (Flute) to Alexandra Evans in assembly this week will have 

been an inspiration to the many pupils who are progressing along the graded pathway. 

 

Congratulations also to Joshua Osborn-Patel who has been offered a place at London’s prestigious 

Royal Academy of Music’s Junior Department from September as a French horn player and whilst I am 

writing about music, the rescheduled Pop and Jazz Concert is coming up on the evening of Wednesday 

4th May. 

 

Following the snow and icy wind which greeted our first fixture day this term it is a delight to hear the 

mowers on the immaculate School greens and to have the sun high in a flawless blue sky.  Long may it 

continue. 

 

Best wishes 

 
 

Jeremy Hallows 

Head of Senior School 

 

Notices: 

1. A letter from the Parents’ Association regarding Commemoration Lunch arrangements is 

attached for your attention. 

2. The full link for the Digital Parenting magazine is: 

http://vodafonedigitalparenting.co.uk/issue-3/  
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